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how if 
my observer 
had been 

ugly, dirty and 
middle-aged, 
maybe I'd be 
able to relax 

better. 









When 
Miyagi first 
came to the 
apartment, 
| honestly 
\ thought 




















was 
aman 
rather 

like that. 









The 
observer 
who stood 
before me 








..Where's 
the usual 
girl? 


















I'm filling 
in today 
an’ tom- 
orrow. 








So her break'll 
be over in 
two days, and 
then back 
to normal? 











we still 
gotta lotta 
livin’ to do. 






Well, 
that's 
a relief. 

















So even 
observers 
get days 














Well, 
yeah. 





I think 
it's stupid 
too. 






















how you're 
spendin’ 
the last of 
your life, 
huh? 









Stupid 
as hell. 


By 


You ain't 
“that girl,” 


causin’ 


you mean ist 
Miyagi? any 

trouble, 

are ya? 


girl 















| was ..Nah. 
theone Nothin’ 
But whobought like 
that's hertime that. 
all, from her 
way back. 





















friendly 
with 
Miyagi? 











What'd 
you 
think? 







really 
pity 
her. 








I've said 
things 
that've 


hurt her, [ 


and came 
close to 
physically 
harming 
her... 


I think I've 
troubled 
Miyagi. 


lalmost 
forced her a |ittle 


tothe past 
ground. that, 
























It's the 
observation 
log Miyagi's 
been 
writing. 
Don't want 
the subject 
himself 
reading it, 
I bet? 











man was 
alotless 
aggressive. 
















Just 
somethin’ 
lask all the 
What'd subjects, 
you use but... 
your money 
for? 


I didn't 
know what 
was in 
there. 






But Miyagi 
must have 






written 
favorably 
about me. 





Looked 

pretty 

nice all 
fluttering 


No hope 
fora 
moron 
like you. 


I scatter- 
ed it to the 
windona 

bridge. 


.-Didn't 
read it 
in much 





It didn't 
say in the 
observa- 
tion log? 

















did you 
seriously 
believe it 


said 


your 
lifespan 
was worth 
300,000 
yen? 





when they 

















Could've 

done a lot 
more good 
with 300,000 


That's not Nope. 
even why 

T'm making 
fun of you. 












Imean... 
yeah, 
Ithought 
that was 
pretty low 
at first. 




















my lifespan 

really worth 

300,000 
yen?" 


that girl, 
you ask 


Like her. 


that. 














He seemed 
i illing 
Night unwe 
bout ne Oe say tore 
Arora I couldn't 

what his sleep, than that. 
words 
meant. 


and kept 

thinking 
inthe 

darkness 





How 
do you plan 
to spend 


today? 





we ™ 


lf 


G ss 
\4 

Vending ie Ad 

machine Vas 

touring, KS \ 

then. 
































we're headed 
somewhere 
where one 
can seea 
beautiful 


somewhere 
outrageous? 














Don't 
need to 
narrate 
tome. 





interpret it 
however 


inter- 
pret it 
very: freely. 








Let me 
make it 
alittle I'm not 


simpler, entirely 
then. 


what 
you're 
talking 
about. 












to say, but 


Iwould’ve Your worth 
thought simply 

you'd _isn'tvery 
accepted — Much. 
this some 


time ago. 


Did my 
substitute 


something 
to you? 








\ ‘ When 
you took ee | I heard you'd 
acutof thought lied to me, 
the money 
| was meant 
to get for 
yourself. 





I just 
couldn't 
believe 

that. 


all the way HY) Ididn't 
from the want to 


cimielwe think that 


Why did! \ 
believe that 4 
10,000 yen i ifmaybe 
Allmy fora year was | was making 
assump” the lowest ized. |POn- a critical 
tions were possible -— dered mistake. 
wrong from price? that all 
the start. : night, 


| wondered 





to give away 
300,000 yen 
to someone 
you'd never 
even seen 
before? 


Why 
was it 
that you 
decided 


can feign 
ignorance, 
that works. 


But 
I just want 
to say... 





have the 
faintest idea 
what you're 

saying. 


Athree- 
minute 
phone 

call. 


1 do wish 
you would 
have used it 
more for 
yourself. 


For 
using 
your 
300,000 
the yen 
way ( 





Perhaps the 
the saraes reason | gave I certainly 
‘rcore, andthe you that understand 
at their core. 000 
reason you 2 how you feel, 
scatteredit Ye" Mr. Kusunoki. 


to the wind 










| found 

myself 
turning toa 

desperate act 
of altruism. 










lapolo- 












gize you perhaps you 
for my would wouldn't have ~Though, 
F thinking 
meddle- be able sold your if| had Gout it 
some _tolivea lifespan, Just told ROUEN, 





deeds. longer life. you the 


truth, 









There was Ifyou 
never any told tne 
you reason "You're worth That's 
Boa why 30 yen" from not true. 
i the start, 
despair. 
I bet I'd 
really despair 
and sell off 
everything, | 
Thirty yen even the three 
is merely an months. 
arbitrary value 
decided 
by some 
higher-ups. 


At least 


| L 
whois area Ak Sa J tome, 

worth 30 per- Mr 

million or son Kusunoki, 

3 billion 


I know If you're Stop it, 

that you're}| t©° kind that's such] 
anice girl tome, aweird 
already. || '"Iljust get conso- 
miserable. lation. 











Just be 
quiet and let 
me compli- 
ment you. 


..Never 
been told 
anything like 
that before. 



















I'm just Be- 
telling you sides, 
what I've been this isn't i 
wanting consolation 
to say. ia cae or kindness. 


Ido not 
care what you 
think of it. 





you took How 


my story Resid ae By no means 
toheart, that day 


didn't your atthe did it have to be toward 
" station, gm you who | gave the start, 

my 300,000 yen 

to, Mr. Kusunoki. 


| thought 

you were 
someone who 
deserved only 

thirty yen. 




















—— Vv \ 

























And_\j| Mr. Kusunoki, 
: | know also, you were Once you 
it must be er. no longer just sympathized 
trifling to my subject for with my 
you, but... observation. situation... 


Start- 






and that 


















you would Woiry: 
do it not ingly 

caring if you enough, 
were in the fact 








public, that you 
made would talk 
me very to me... 
happy. 





eating at 
restaurants 





holding 
hands - 

















You were the 


first person Even little 
to always treat things 
me like | was like that 
"there," 
felt like 


adream 


no matter 
come true. 


the time 
or the 
situation. 










wlf you 
like it that 
much, 











Though it's 
nouseloving ji 


1 someone 
who's 


soon to 
go away. 





For example, 
how your E 
lifespan would You know, 
Itwas be terminated Mr. Kusu- 
alie. if you caused other lies 
others trouble. I've told you. 


And dying / Besides the 
if you went y value of your 
Also 100 meters lifespan, and 
alie. from me. besides 
Himeno. 














They were 
allno more 
than ways 
to protect 
Nothing myself. 

but lies. 











If you are 
offended, 


you 
may do 
anything 
you wish 
















as terrible 


as you may 
desire. | 











I know that 
2 llnever after 
era B\ forgetyou. you've 
lots for me =) 
done that, 
when I'm ‘a 
dead. 


walf 
you're 
all right 
with it, 






























































Even if! 
Sol had less It was 
deci- than two for my then 
ths mean- 
ded. !would ™0n at! 
pay left, ingless finally 
Miyagi's found 
debt in full, months. aniobe 
no matter jective 
what it 
took. 
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Though I'd 
Was Foran made up 
there any average my mind 
possible tomake college to repay 
way? asumfar Student Miyagi's 
greater than like me thad debt, 
a salaryman's two 
annual income months 
in that time... left. 


























So just 
hypothe- 
tically, 










how much 
would it go 
for if | sold 

my lifespan 
at that shop 
now? 








But 
unfortu- 
nately, 














your 
subjective 
happiness 





has little 
effect on the 
value of your 
lifespan. 





a person's 
worth is 
fluid to 

some 
extent. 













As you 
surmise, 








They favor 
things 
which are 


and easily 
recogniz- 
able, so to 


Social 
contri- 
butions, 


So 
then, 





















Please don't 
think of doing 
anything 
strange. 












| believe | 
know more 
orless 







what 
you are 
considering. 





















you're thinking 
of ways to repay 
my debt, yes? 















If so, 
7 Imust then 









to Saythat 'm 
let your dont Bi eo 
J remaining “nt : 
4 you even 
= time go $0, 
to waste. 




















2 Ifyou are 
I'm terribly in fact 


sorry, but that 








is a clear lapse tying 
2 look out 
of judgment. 
for my 







happiness... 











Just for 
reference, 





what's 
happiness 

for you, 
Miyagi? 














You 
haven't 
been 





talking 
to me much 
lately, have 
you? 















Pay 
more 
attention 
tome. 




























































































| would 
need the 


of others. 














Iwas hitting 

the limits of 

what | could 
think up 
myself. 












imagination | \ 





| wanted 


toask 
something. 














How do 
you think 
improving you should 
yourown go about 
value? 





straight 
ahead at 
what you 
Maybe 
that's all 
there 
really is. 


and keep 
staying on 
top of it. 





No better 
way than 
that, | think, 














"Don't trust 
the advice of 
somebody 


like me." 






















Aguy 
who never 








Don't have 









to show any 4 achieved 
respect for isjust anything 
h blind to 
what a guy . talking about 
like that says. their own success 
failings. 


People 
with lots of 
failures 


they'd turn talk about 
theminto ‘emasif 
successes. to say, in 
another life, 














But 
they're 
all - 





making a 
fundamental 


mistake. me 
included, 


‘course - 



























That's 
something 
failures don't 
understand. 


| found ita 

little funny 
remembering 

how Miyagi 


They have 
only just 
arrived at 
the starting 
line. 


Fixing your 
mistakes 
SUCCESS — doesn't 
takes their mean 
place. 


Allit'll 
give you 


is just 
a point 
to start at. 

















_— —\) 
a s } "If you want 
| to accomplish 

\ eee N something in a 





y ' limited time..." 
Guess you aie 
gotta depend — Huh. 
on others, ¥ 
dude. 


VE 


If can't tackle 

aproblem 

with, like, | don't have 
80% of a lotta faith 
myall, — inmyown 


Igo 
straight to 


somebody 
she ability. 














but 


whatever 
don't you wanna 
forget accom- 
about your plish, 
health. 











Iquite 
this like 
kind of 
thing. 















What 
about it 


Well, do you 
like? 
essent- | 
ially... 

















Despite 
how comical 


/ you letting 
your shoulder |= 






it looks to 
others, 





isa | 
That's V°Y kind 

what gesture. } 
like. 














































































































Haven't 
seen you 
on campus 
at all lately. 


major, who 
Iknew 
enough to 
say hi to. 





Where the 
hell have 
you been? 























Can't stop 

you from 

thinking 
that. 


I'm sure I'd 
say the same 
thing in your 

position. 


you 
don't 
believe it. 


respect 
that I do. 





Miyagi's 
here, 
all right. 
And she's} 
real cute. 



















































































































































































for what Um... 
you did 7 Thank 
there. you 











Be 
"reliable," 
huh... 











it's not 
necessary. 








I'm truly, 
truly glad 
about it. 










The fact 
you would 
use 


what little 
remains of 
your life to 
help me... 





for 


some time 
now. 












already been 
saving me 





lll be able to 


Even 
think back on Sica deraes 
the days | spent Pp 
with you, 


without you, 















and cry 
and laugh 
to myself, 
I think. 
| believe 
just having 
| memories 
like that 
Instead : 


will make 
living that 
much easier. 












rarer FY Instead, 
‘or after 
you're 
gone, 
give me 
memories. 


when | feel 
hopelessly 
alone, 


to warm 
myself with 
again and 

again - 

















































Is it 

it looks like really that 
an adult male 
riding a swan 
boat alone, 
yes? 














you'd surely 3 When 


















see this whole ; spring 
lake covered 2 i‘ came, 
with cherry 
petals. e 
vy A a a Lal 
SO the ‘swan ——SS == And in —4 
boats|w would winter, (the 
ye ft af lake would 
al swans pa om| i [Ps be mostly | 
taking their. \ frozen, 


) 





place, S 








It was a somewhat lonely thought 


that | would never see 
spring nor winter again. 


it quickly 
stopped 
mattering. 





But looking 
at Miyagi 
smiling 
beside me, 





Over the 
next few 
days, 

\ did one 
ridiculous 
act after 
another. 






































doing all 
of it with 
Miyagi. 

















anything 
that would 
be embar- 
Igave rassing to 
itatry. do alone, 











no one else 
sawit 
that way, 



















Don't worry, 
only! can 
see it. 


That's 








what's ws 
embar- aA 
rassing... \~ 









You gota are you| 
swimsuit embar- 











walk 
holding 
hands 


with her, actively 
say Miyagi's 
name, 





and { make eye 


generally contact 
insist with her, 


on her 


existence. 


















I didn't 
notice at 


since the time, 


itwasa LA but | was 
small town. \ gradually 

becoming 
an infamous 
celebrity, 








or and 
interpreted furrowed 
my actions their eye- 
as a thought brows at 
exercise. yetothers ™Y antics, bluntly 
thought averted 


of meas their 


a skilled 
pantomimer, 

















and No, 
some were on 
actuall appar- 
ade ently some that; 
happy. People were 
ery: soothed to 
see me, 





those 
who received 
me poorly 
and those 
who received 
me favorably 




























were 
roughly 
equal in 


have been 
surprisingly 
simple. 


feel their 
mood improved 
seeing my 


idiotic actions’ 


9 Why did 
nearly 
half of 
people 




















might 
have 
been it. 


That 
alone 

















Because 
looked 
like | was 
having 
the time 
of my life. 











| Sold Off My Lifespan, 
FH A te For 10,000 Yen A Year. 


BWM xa th b7E. 
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Mr. 
isthere Kusu- 
anything noki, 


you'd like 
me to do? 




















beenthe that 
only one 














my wish 
is only 
to know 





what 
your 
wish is. 


And 
thus 


itis my wish 
to know 











You 


plenty 
enough 


for 


already. 





There 


judo 
isn't. 





rme 



















isthere Well, 





anything Mi- 
youwant yagi, 
metodo 


for you ie) 







Then 
my wish is 
to know 
, your wish. 


























your wish, 
Mr. Kusunoki. 
Before, 
7 Okay, 
and You asked me es Oe 
\ what | would thus, my 
Save doifl had my is to know 
three ‘ h wish > No Yate 
answers, OM months |} ak 
yes? to live, se A of " 
























Starry 
/ and Lake, 
child- 

hood make 
friend? your 










your 

childhood 
friend, 
then? 














It would 
just be me 
seeing him, 

\ of course... 








yi 





r 


| feel even if my 

can memories —_ But, 
endure it maybe 

now. spoiled, 








that I'll 
be dis- 
appointed. 


I don't 
doubt 





daft? 


That's 


Are you not what 


|meant 
atall. 



















isa more 


miserable 


loser, 
after all. 





you're 


Because 


Mr. Kusunoki. 





here, 





Well, 
the best 
conso- 
lation 

fora 

loser 





Yes, 
like that. 















































His 
expression 
had a certain 
kind of 
easygoing 
confidence. 


Guess 
we better 
get going. 


"someone" 
was. 


but for 
someone 

coming 
off of one. 


Miyagi 
didn't 
care to 
see 





The man 
wasn't 
waiting 

for a train, 


it was an 
expression only 
for those who had 
confidence from 
loving someone 
and being loved. 











want to 
see what 

kind of 
person he | want to 
loves now. watch. 


Thank you 


for your 
concern. 





























=f \ qt yr 
f Ny) r I. 


== ft 
ti aye al 



























































That 


thing 


Such as 
forcibly 
sort of hugging 


him. 





Such|| considering 









been 


as? doinga 
number of 
things, 


taking 












) were 
I think 
I'd do more 
than that. 


Ifit 







advantage 

of how he 
couldn't 

see me. 






me, 











But, 
I changed 
my mind. 






























































going to 
blame 
me, 


no reason 
not todo 

selfish stuff 
like that. 





A definite 
change 
when my started to 


lifespan 
went below 
fifty days. 


take place 



































Havin’ fun 
all on your 






























The heat 
I'll cal! broke your 
anambu- brain?! 
lance! 


wy you (Made me 
orta do| lose my 









Lookin’ like 
areal creep, 
though. 












Hey, say 
somethin’. 


Is that 
you, Mr. 
Kusunoki? 





NJ 


Ms. Miyagi // 
again today? 


| 
IN 
You're with } 





give up 


could you 
/\\ that seat? . 
eo 












It was that 
man who 
lived on the 
same floor 











‘N 













You Let me 
were just \ i 
felbing: Idon't just say 
hak? necessarily first, 
believe this 
pated "Miyagi" girl 





actually exists. 









it's not 

entirely 
that, 

either. 





. You may 
what you're not admit 


doing to it, but... 


as some kind 
of perform- 
ance art. 
















attempting panto- 12. 


u've, Through — 

















toprove mime, ee can people 
how people's tric k into ; 
believing this 
common sense believin 
can be Miyagi" really 






exists. 





\ shaken. 












has 
succeeded 
onme 
somewhat. 











..And that 


attempt 





















don't 
like to 
admit it, wan 
extent? 


| believe so. 








that you're 
causing me 
to sense, 


I won- 
| would der if 
eventually 


be able to see 
her for real. 








You 


youcan mean, 
actually 


feel Miyagi's 
presence, 













extent 
iflactively that, 
accepted the 
existence of 
"Ms. Miyagi" 





Usually 
she has 
cold eyes, 


but 
sometimes 

she'll show a 

modest smile. 





and I'd 
describe her 
as a delicate 


girl. 
























match 
with how 
limagined 

Miyagi. 

















All of 
those 
character- 
istics 









wall 
wonder 
why... 










I'm not 
sure of 
that part. 





Why do 
you think 
that is? 








Miyagi’: 









right in front 
of you. 


S And 
now, 














She wants 


a handshake. 





























Hold out 
your right 











= hand, will 
k ¢ " you? 
So 







But you Yep: 
probably 
think you're 
moving it 
yourself. 





is lieveMs. “ 
shak- Miyagi 
ing my 
hand? 
























Miyagi 


| somehow tells me to 


felt she 


tell you 


might! “thank you." 


Don't 
mention 
it. 





Would 
you tell 


“thank him 








So long as 
f something 
gets it 


| wonder it 
Ms. Miyagi's . 
existence might 9°'"9- 
very quickly be 
accepted by 

everyone. 
























I'm not the 
only one 
who can 

do so. 








He was 
right. 











Sensing 
Ms. Miyagi's 
presence at 
your side... 








itwasn't OF 
like they Course, 
seriously 
believed in 
this invisible 
person. 


It was 
people = more 
mutually ike 
agreed to 
accept my 
nonsense and 
play along. 


asa |became 

"pitiable, a little bit 
inter- famous, 
esting 


isright cute lil 
here, Miyagi 
is she? 








people 
around us 
started to 

accept 

Miyagi's 
existence. 


It's 
hard to 
believe, 


but after 








frequented 

the town's 

attractions 
and festivals, 














Now 
that you 
Ifeel sayit, 
like she is. 














| thought 
iflasked 
you enough 
questions, 
I'd catch you 
ina contra- 
diction. 







But it's all 
perfectly 
consistent. 



















































You should 


If | could consider 

see her, yourself lucky 
I can't see 
Ms. Miyagi. 


'd 
probably 
fall for her 
in no time. 


Doesn't 
matter 
either way] 


‘Cause 
Miyagi 
likes me. 








Don't go 
saying things 
like that. 











|wanna 
see too! 












You should 
show us! 





Jus' how 
much 
do you like 
Ms. Miyagi?! 


Misser 
Kusunoki, 


Misser 
Kusunoki! 




















They must 
have thoughi 
of me as 
acrazed, 
happy fool. 








None of them 
honestly 
believed in 
Miyagi's 
existence. 





Even | was 
stunned 
by the 
sheer 


























But 
what was 
wrong 
with 
that? 




















absurdity 








of 
what 
| was 
doing.) 

















i 


This 
sum- 


mer, 
Iwas the 

best clown 
in town. 














There was 
much more 
drawn in 
there than 
I'd expected] 


festival 
stands. 








turned 
toanew 


page, 
I drew 
Miyagi 
sleeping. 











Ithadbeen [_ 
years since 
"ddrawna 
piece of art 
without 
stopping. 

















That 
thing I'd 
been so 
faction, burned 
by, 


but also, 
| felt a tiny} 

nagging 

feeling. 











I could've 
ignored it, 
closed the 
sketch- 
book, 























and 
gotten 
right back’ 
r— to sleep. 

















to figure 
out that 
nagging 
feeling. 






















my senses 





It was 
easy to 
overlook. 








But | was 
sure of 
some- 
thing. 









lused all 
of my con- 
centration. 





lreached 
Many for it like 


minutes later, 9 aletter | \ 
as | was floating in 
about to pull a stormy 
back in defeat, sea, 





























Hh 
S< 
lod 
_-| it landed 
= naturally 
right in 
my palm. 
WY | lifted it my hand 
“Wa very, very always 
carefully sli i 
out of the as Tried 
water. 


to grab it. 





my pencil 
flew across the 


sketchbook 
with intensity. something 
had pos- 
sessed me, 


| continued 
for the 
entire 
night. 
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Whata 
girl you've 
got there! 





























everyone they didn't 
seemed , f believe it, 
to enjoy 








my 
"Miyagi's 
right 
there!" 
nonsense. 








The show 
will be 
beginning 


shortly. 

















you can 
get a look at 
me anytime. 


You should 
watch the 
fireworks 

instead. 


But I will 
be back the 
day after. 


Unlike 
last time, it 
will only be 

one day 
I'mgone. £ 





Half the smiles 
| get are sneers, 
but the other half 
come from real 
fondness. 


And whatever 'm and of 
smiles they are, peck jarin 
| feel proud. fown now. 


se) Sia ia (im a ean LE 


















In 
grade 


understand. school, 





there was 
this guy 
\hated. 


ats: 


actually 


He fooled 
around to 











get others to blero really 
like him. aii 


couldn't You getin 
help but every class 


envy him. he just 


hid it from 





And From 
thanks to you, the 
Miyagi, | made start, 

ithappen. I think 
| wanted 
to befriend 
Isucceeded LW everyone 


at making like this. 
friends with 
the world. 


agreat 


thing 
to hear. 





what are 
you really 
trying to say? 










"Thanks for 
everything," 





don't know 
what else 
| should say. 








Is it not 
a bit soon 
to be saying 
"thanks for 
everything"? 


Er... 


You still 
have over a 
month left. 








and! 
promised I'd 
tell you when 
I thought 
of it. 


/ fit's 
possible 
forme, 


Then I'll 
be honest. 


You said 
you wanted 
to know 














That's 
my meager 
wish. 





forget 
about me 
4 completely. 






























It seemed 
to quickly 
occur to 
Miyagi 






While I'm 
sure you 
wouldn't, 








please 
don't do 
anything 
stupid. 







what | was 
going to do 
| tomorrow. 







I'm 
beg- 
ging 
you. 





Who 
would have 
to live expected 
outsuch —30-yen me 


Think 
about it. 


wonderful 
final days? 

















Which | should've 























means your lived the 
future worst life 
is still imaginable, 
just as but | found 
uncertain. some major 


happiness. 












Someone 
way more 
dependable 
than me could 
show up 




















and 
make you 
much happier. 











But 
consider 
yourself, 
Miyagi. 










So maybe 
someone You never 
will - should've 
shown up 
forme 
either. 

























The fact 
that you'll 
die soon, 


the fact that 
others can't 
see us holding 
hands, 


the fact that 
I'll soon have 
to live alone 
thirty years 
more. 











Ican 
put up with 
everything 


else. 







Ican 
accept all 


E AS 
L/ atleast Vea 
while you 
=| can be 
K\ with me, 













don't go 
and throw \ 
yourself 
\ away. 
dl 


* 






| 


card ., 





didn't 
come 
toa 


until stop §§ 


the very 
end. 








Miyagi's 
tears 





































come here 
knowin’ 


. sold 
thirty days 
of my 
remaining 
lifespan. 




















4 recommend 
this. 


money can't 

be that much 

of aconcern, 
can it? 











/ 


You do 
realize 














that if you 











will end simply spend 

up in art your last 
textbooks month 
for years to painting... 


come? 


















In that 























— 7 me WY ityou just Listen 
giving you your turn back tome. 
encourage- observer now, 

ment. will always 
be there, 










( 


Just what 
about that 
dissatisfies 
you? 







in which to 
fervently 
paint. 









of art will 
remember 
your name, 








fame is 
meaningless 
too. 


want to 
be eternal? 

















Even 
iflam 


that's eternal 


nothing to 
be glad 
about. 






ina 
world 

without 

me, 















Just like 
money is 
meaningless 
after you die, 















That's 
what my 
paintings 
would be 
dubbed, 


and while 
they'd 

cause a lot 

of dispute, 





ultimately 
sell for very 
high prices. 





plainest 
pictures." 





"a thing that 
could have 
happened, 

but now 
never would.” 


No- 
thing 
more. 


too 
was 


those thirty 
days, 








period of 
time, 


eventually 
blossomed 
‘on its own. 








My 
thought 
was, 


that level 
of artistic 
talent 
could have, 








Iwas 
destined 
to lose my 
chance via 
the bike 
crash. 


And yet just 
before that 
happened, 











by having 
Miyagi 


that massive 
amount of 
time was 
shortened. 


But 
by selling 
my life- 


and 
span, 
most iP 


import- 
antly, 








I could I could 
look copy any 
scenery 
in front 
of me, 
even 
express it 
in another 
form, like 
it was 
nothing. 


lused to 
be very 

proficient 
at art. 


ithad an ata 
tobe Plainly paint- 




















Because Yet in 
it 
felt, if 1 
the winter 
continued 


4 - when 
on like this, Iwas 17, 


I couldn't be I gave up 
as famous 
onart. 
as | promised 
Himeno. : 





would have next time 

tobeonce | Picked up 

everything 2 Paint 

hadaligned rush 
forme. 





It was a time 
in which 
| absolutely 
shouldn't have 
been drawing. 


id as 
a result, 
Host 
my talent 
for art. 


But at 
age 19, in 
summer, 


lagain 
picked up 
the brush, 
out of haste. 





Ino 

longer 
forthe had the 
lines and same 
colors sense 
Ineeded. 


Whenever 
I tried to 
Iwas draw any- 
filled with thing, 
incredible 
confusion. 





Attempting 
todraw 


when | was at 
the peak of 
that mistake 


must have 
put me in that 

“unable to 

draw" state. 


The 
mistake 
was a of drawing 
severe trying for every- 
one. toappeal one, 
to univer- 
sality, 





You have to 
reach deep 
into the well 
of yourself, ‘ni 
something 
that will 
earn favor 
for your art. 


and produce 
something 
that's clear 
toseeas 
wholly 
individual. 


It was To 
Miyagi who draw for realize 
gave me that myself just that, 
opportunity. foronce. for !had 
simple 0, 
enjoy- 
ment, 


through 
the act of 
drawing 
sleeping 
Miyagi. 








You're 
all done. 

















The right 
to have 
sold for myname 

asum_inalittle 
that made corner of 
me doubt history 
my eyes. 





















30 days 


more valu- 
able than 


30 years, 
huh? 


Wedon't |! befreewith doesn't get Thirty 
take those l! three more ouquite days 
last three youd 
yearsof enough 
days. 
work, torepay 






Go spend 
‘emas 
you like. 








But she'll \—~/ 








Ms. Miyagi's 
debt in full. 


















summer ‘Ande 
Himeno 
once made 











a predict- 








ion of 
was 
drawing denied 
to aclose. eternity. 


























prediction 
was half- 


rich, ever 
famous. 














But her 
prediction 
was half- 
right. 




















I could 
be "glad 
| lived." 














“Something 
really good" 
happened, 
all right. 


And like 
she said, 





My prayer 
is for 
Kusunoki 
to die, 





if only 
a moment 
sooner. 





To prepare me 
for meeting 
Himeno, 


| want you 
to go out 
with me 
all day 
tomorrow. 


You 
don't look 
so happy 

about it 
tome. 


before had 
a subject 
made me 


This is how 
| always 


Following 
Mr. Kusunoki's 
promise of 
a date to 
Ms. Himeno, 


| suppose 
what he 
meant 


he wanted 
fora meto 


rehear- behis 
salof Partner 





exact 
opposite 


of usual, 
then. 


You mean 

That's to treat me 
what like your 

you said, childhood 
yes? friend... 


That's 
the idea. 


.-You really 
won't mind I'm 
that? going to 
treat you 
just like my 
childhood 
friend. 


people who 
mutually 
respect and 
trust each 
other, 


let's get 
along, 
shall we? 








should we not 
be walking 
a bit closer 
together? 


























Let's walk Maybe 
side by side, | you're right 
then. about that, 
\ Miyagi. 


When 
you're 
alone for 
so long, 


you do 
forget these 
kinds of 
common 
sense things. 





really 
nervous 
tight now. 


make Miyagi 
nervous too! 


I don't really 

understand 
the proper 
etiquette 


for 
situations 
like these. 


I just 
wanted to say 
before you 


invisible 
ever since 
| was ten. 


Let me say 


this before 
you point it 


out, too. 


So at 
times 
like 
this, 


what's 
a friendly 
couple 
supposed to 
talk about? 


Please 
don't 
It's be. 
contag- 


Oc that" 
(| io if that's 
ul D how itis... 


iS 


A 




















Miyagi, The more 
you look, 
choose. 4 the less 
sure | get. 





| don't believe 
you have to 





wear anything 
too fancy. 





I'll inter- 
pret it as 
| want. 


Seems 
tomeit'sa 
compli- 


go change 
if you've 
made up 

your mind. 


«Don't 
mention 


You're 
free to 
interpret it 
however 
you want. interpret 
that as 
"you'd look 
good in 
anything"? 


No need 
to air your 
every 
thought. 





Being 
given 
that 
kind of 
thanks 


| wanna take 

this practice 
one step 
further. 


part of As! don't _Ifit 
Considering an obser- explained hesitate gets too 
this as merely ver'sjob _ before, totell unplea- 
one such j me. sant, 
case - 
is to provide 
support for 
the remainder 
of the subject's 
lifetime. 





Wh 


| LUTTE 














To 
and seemed Passers- 
tobegently jitappeared by. 

grabbing onto he talked to 
nothingness. empty space 
where there 
was no one, 


Try to 
think of me 
as Himeno and 
seduce me, 


Mr. Drunk 
Kusunoki. 


found 
myself 


to wanting 


tease him 
a bit. 





And when You 
appearing 


you left my 
sight before me 
" ¢ F was the 
best thing 


that was { iT 
i | lee == that's ever 





the worst . L 

thing to ever | ly aT happened in 
\ i im BN / nY 
. A ‘ Se 


That was a 
pretty smooth 
delivery of such 
a roundabout 





pickup line. 


depending 
best or on your 
worst reply, 


So 


‘What's then 


if it were / cae how do 
Miyagi? y and try all ofa you think 
tolaughit  sudden?", Himeno 
off. che would 
might reply? 
say, 





catch your 
meaning. 


an utterly 


tasteless 


detest- 
able 
person. 





Please 
stop asking 
permission 

for everything. 


You already 
forcibly took 
my hand saying 
"you promised" 
earlier. 


Then I'l aS 
just do this j 
without \Z 
Fa 


WH a 
ita a 
BSI 


See 
that? 


Can we 
practice 
that too? 


faintly 
of cig- 
arettes. 





into 
what I'm 
about to 

say. 


Please 
don't touch 


do know 
how you 
look 


to others 
right now, 
don't you? 


calms me 
down, 
Miyagi. 


Don't 
tread 
anything 
weird 


Your smell 
kind of 


That's not 
what you said 
earlier, is it? 


permission 
now? 





Do | look 




















would 
you score 


40 
points. 


that 
confession 
I gave 
earlier? 





It's just 
too round- 
about. 


practice this 
again. 


think of me 
as Himeno 
and seduce 





From now on, 
be by my side 
always. 












































say some- 
What's _ thing 
my already! 
score? 


You can't Alright, 
eohardl so adding 
\ up like that. that to the 40 
makes a 
hundred. 


Boy, So how can 
Miyagi, | make up the 

you're a \ ini 

ach | remaining 40? 

one. you'll 
ever figure 
it out your 
whole life. 


(f 40 points Unfot: 
' is tunate, 
really. 





could have 
been directed 
at me. 


At his 
meeting 
tomorrow, 


Mr. Kusunoki 
will be 
deeply, 
deeply 

wounded. 


He should 
despair 
more. 


For the rest 
of his life, 
that it was he'd surely 


adifference never notice 
of about 


six letters. 


Having 
read his life's 
"summary," 
I know. 


but I'm It's embar- 
He should secretly rassing 
be hurt delighting to admit, 
: in it. 





I'm 
thinking 


such 


nonsense. 


extremely 
important 
to me. 


and be 
forced 
tocry 
on my 
shoulder. 


Such 
that 


he'll have 
no one else 
he can 
rely on, 


course, 


it was 
likely nothing 
to him. 





for so, so 


long. had been 


impati- 
ently 
waiting 


| wish 
tomorrow 
wouldnt 


come. 


get to 
keep taking 
Himeno's 
place. 








It was 
totally 
some- 


| hope 
it goes 
well. 


It was 
nothing, 


Thanks 
for yester- 
day. 


like | can 
do it today. 




















just one 

subject 

who was 
kind to me. 


Thank you 
for watching 
over me 
until the 
end. 


would | love 

anyone who 

was going to 
go away, 


That was 
when | 
made up 
my mind. 


Just 
she like 
treated this, 
me like 
Iwasa 
normal girl. 


Now, I'll 
watch 
over you 


It was 
with 
those 
words 


that she from up 
died. above the 
clouds. 








that I'm 
making the 
same mistake 


once again. It would 


seem 


No 
matter 


nw it seems tea 
impossible 


to hide my 
1 quickened 
\ heartbeat. 
LN \\ \\ 


There can 
be no going 
back once 
Ipray you start 
Icometo tolove 
accept someone. 
that truth. 





Before | find it Before my 


impossible to feelings pass 
separate from the point of 
him, please. no return... 





May Kusunoki die 


if only a moment sooner. 





| Sold Off My Lifespan, 
FH A te For 10,000 Yen A Year. 


BuUMr7 Th SDE. 





SHicoe Shwe. 








pinalGnaptey 
see 






























observer's 
eyes on 
me. 


was gone. 








I drove 
but around to the 
this time ) places I went 
Ireally with Miyagi, 
was alone. foe 

















ell 


LA 


Ear 


D 
xi 





|won- 
was Off dered if 
observing ‘Wivagi 
someone 
else now. 


and 











attack 
Miyagi, 

















of her 


lingering 


scent. 


















I drove 
under a blue 
sky as if 
in search 














Hoping 
they 
wouldn't 
turn 
desperate 









































! pie and 
live such 
a happy life 
that she 
forgot all 


about me, 





until 
she paid 
her debt, 






































who 
she could 
find far more 
precious 
than me, and 
who valued her 
just as much, 


Hoping 
someone 
would 
appear 
before 
Miyagi 


























prayed. 















































Ihad 








asudden 




















“Ah, that idiot 
Kusunoki's 


everyone 
walking with was y 


‘4 Wee 
Sothey his imaginary business else, 
would girlfriend asusual. this 
think. again.” 







































It was 
a huge 
difference 
for me. 





the same 
thing at all. 


What if it 
an illusion had all 


of mine been 
from the 


start? 





That 
sensation 
couldn't 
have been 
fake. 


really 
exist? 





Iwas 
convinced 
my life would 
end in three 
days. 


| could tell 
that all but 
a shred of 
my life had 
been used up. 





But did 
that girl 
named 
Miyagi 


but the 
existence 
of a shop 
dealing in 
lifespan, 


only been 
acon- 
venient 
fantasy of 
recognized mine, 
mycoming born 
death? —_ from 
feelings 
of being 
cornered 















At 
this 
point, 








had 
no way of 
knowing. 











o 


ee 










































Mr. 
Kusunoki! 


























like that. 








about that... 


If you two. 
get along 
so well but 
still fight, 


even 
Mr. Kusunoki 
and Ms. Miyagi 
then there's argue? 
no way 
we wouldn't. 








| wanted 
to say 


"You know, 
that's true." 







































































I made up 
secret || atin, ae 
Well them that 
nei; her back Wehad now to 
on me and fought answer,| 
abandoned me. a 
and split up. 
















what about 
you didn't 
Miyagi like, 
huh? 














does 
that mean 
she's 
gone? 


But 
so, 







She never 
seemed like 
the kind of 
person to 
do something 
so cruel. 



















Why, did 
something 
happen? 




















They were 
really talking 
like they believed 
Miyagi existed. 











That Miy 








girl! 





areal good- 
for-nothing 







agi's 











Ican't Man, 
believe 
she'd ditch 
agood guy 
like this! 








Indeed. 























It would | wouldn't 

take forget that 

at least voice ina 

three thirty day or two. 


three dreq Years - 
thou- 
sand 
years for 
me to 
forget. 


years - 















































I couldn't 
But, have 
possibly 
misheard. 
until | saw it 
myself, 
| wouldn't 
believe it. 


























Kusunoki. 





| looking | 
for you. 

























I'm the 
good-for- 
nothing 
Miyagi. 





And 
I'm _ you're really 
jealous, pretty, Ms. 

man! Miyagi! 












What 
do you 
know, 

she really 
exists! 5/ 














Why could 

the other 

people see 
Miyagi? 











lima- the 
gined way 
you. 





So Ms. 
Miyagi 
really 
was Ms. 
Miyagi. 


Why 
was Miyagi 
here? 




















Miyagi 
really was 











f= 





















How 
were the 

able _ others 
to see 
me? 





How could 
| be here? 













i, 








I did 


the 
same thing 
you did. 








In 
short, 


















I sold 
all of it. 






All but 
three days. 





Also the 
same. 









He told 
me you'd 

sold off 
even more 
of your life 


to pay off 
most of 
my debt. 


He did 
the form- 
alities. 


Just 
after you 
sold your 
lifespan, 





the 
substitute 
observer 
contacted 
me. 


As soon 
as | heard 


‘fad that... 


made up 
my mind. 








Buying back 
the majority 
of my life with 
just thirty 
days. 










Quite 
impressive, 
Mr. Kusu- 
noki. 





so hard to 
get back. 
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But | don't leaving I'll die, 
mind that. nothing 
behind. 
I don't I don't 
mind if need the 
no one 7 eternity 
remembers y lonce 
me. % dreamed 
of now. 







Because 
she's here 
with me, 


smiling 
at my side. 




















to 
spend these 
three days? 














Just because 
of that, 



















the 
tragic 
30 years 
| would 
have 
lived, 












































